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THE  DEADLIEST  IAEA  PON 


You  can’t  see  it,  you  can’t  touch  it- 
but  you  can  fight  it 


Ever  since  human  beings  first  began  trying  to  settle  their  differ- 
ence by  force,  there  have  been  two  ways  to  make  an  enemy  raise  the  white 
flag.  One  is  to  hit  him  harder  than  he  can  hit  back.  The  other  is  to 
scare  or  confuse  him  into  not  hitting  back  at  all,  Genghis  Khan  did  this 
when  he  sent  cavalry  against  pastoral  tribesmen  who  nad  never  seen  a horse. 
The  early  Britons  did  it  with  nothing  more  than  a blood-curdling  war  cry 
that  froze  the  invader  in  his  tracks,  and  in  our  time  the  only  weapon  Hit- 
ler found  necessary  to  use  against  the  French  was  their  own  misplaced 
reliance  on  the  Maginot  Line.  The  beauty  of  this  method  is  that  it  never 
goes  out  of  date,  for  the  greater  the  actual  threat,  the  more  readily  will 
men  yeild  to  panic  on  the  one  hand  or  unbelief  on  the  other.  Thus,  the 
development  of  the  atomic  bomb  has  increased  rather  than  lessened  the  possi- 
bility that  a nation  may  actually  defeat  itself  before  the  enemy  has  made 
his  first  move. 

None  is  more  vulnerable  to  this  deadly  weapon  of  the  mind  than  the 
United  States.  We  have  not  been  attacked  from  beyond  our  own  boundaries 
for  almost  a century  and  a half.  As  one  generation  succeeded  another,  the 
sense  of  special  immunity  has  taken  deeper  root  until  at  last  it  has  be- 
como  almost  an  integral  part  of  the  American  character. 

’’Well,  there  might  be  a third  World  War,  but  of  course  it  isn’t  going 
to  happen  here." 

Hoiv  many  times  have  you  heard  such  assurances  given  since  the  Korean 
invasion  brought  atomic  warfare  back  into  prominence  as  a dinner-table 
topic?  The  people  who  sny  it  are  right  as  far  as  they  go.  It  isn’t  going 
to  happen  here  until  our  enemy  thinks  he  can  get  away  with  it  or  decides  it 
has  to  be  dene  regardless  of  the  risk.  His  timing  may  not  make  sense  to  a 
master  strategist.  Neither  did  Hitler’s.  But  the  victims  are  just  as  dead 
as  if  it  had. 

At  the  opposite  extreme  is  the  acknowledged  defeatist  who  admits  the 
possibility  of  a major  disaster,  and  stops  right  there. 

"All  right,  suppose  an  atomic  bomb  is  used  against  this  country.  We 
couldn’t  do  anything  about  it,  so  why  worry? " 

Such  an  argument  may  be  the  result  of  too  little  healthy  skepticism  to- 
ward popular  myths  concerning  the  "absolute  weapon."  The  fact  is  that  a 
great  deal  can  be  done  about  it,  before,  during,  and  after  an  attack,  prov- 
ided we  know  what  is  to  be  done  and  have  learned  how  to  do  it.  From  the 
enemy’s  point  of  view,  however,  it  is  much  more  satisfactory  for  us  to  dis- 
miss the  problem  by  assuming  that  it  has  no  solution. 

Other  people  adopt  the  defeatist  attitude  out  of  an  unspoken  fear  that 
while  there  may  be  something  we  could  do,  it  might  involve  a lot  of  hard  and 
disagreeable  work.  Nobody  likes  the  idea  of  spending  long  hours  on  mon- 
itoring duty  or  carrying  bedpans  in  a hospital,  still 
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less  of  digging  broken  and  bleeding  survivors  out  of  bomb  craters  and 
trying  to  identify  the  dead.  If  you  are  alive  after  an  atomic  explo- 
sion, it  will  be  earlier  than  you  think  in  terms  of  saving  human  life, 
relieving  pain,  and  repairing  property  damage  so  the  community  can  get 
back  on  its  feet.  There  will  be  hundreds  of  jobs  to  do,  none  of  them 
pretty.  No  matter  how  many  of  us  are  aluve  and  unhurt,  there  will 
never  be  enough  people  to  do  them.  The  ones  there  are  will  have  to 
keep  at  it  not  for  hours,  not  for  days,  but  for  as  long  as  it  takes 
to  get  the  thing  done.  It's  a grim  prospect . An  even  grimmer  one 
awaits  a nation  that  refuses  to  face  ii:  . This  is  what  the  enemy  hopes 
we  will  do , 

"Well,  of  course  I’d  want  to  help  if  we  had  a real  emergency, 
but  in  the  meantime  I've  got  a job  and  family  to  think  of,  Whatever 
has  to  be  done  now  should  be  done-  bir  the  regular  Civil  Defense  workers." 

After  a bomb  explodes  there  are  two  kinds  of  people,  those  who 
need  help  and  those  who  can  help  them.  Before  it  happens  there  is 
only  one  kind  - people  who  must  learn  to  help  themselves  so  they  can 
help  the  other  fellow  if  need  be.  The  first  step  is  to  learn  the 
simple  rules  for  personal  survival  under  attack.  The  second  is  to 
take  a Red  Cross  First  Aid  Course  and  see  that  every  adult  member 
of  your  family  does  the  same.  The  third  is  to  enroll  for  volunteer 
work  with  your  local  Defense  Council,  Recruiting  may  not  have  started 
yet,  because  not  ail  councils  have  reached  the  same  stage  of  preparation. 
If  it  hasn't,  don’t  think  that  means  you  aren't  needed.  Find  out  when 
you  can  register,  and  make  use  of  any  intervening  time  by  absorbing 
as  much  information  about  Civil  Defense  as  your  Council  can  give  you, 

"But  that's  exactly  the  trouble.  I don’t  want  to  think  about 
this  thing  all  the  time.  If  we  have  to  do  that,  life  just  won't  be 
worth  living  even  if  we  do  manage  to  live  through  a bombing  attack." 

Of  course  it  won't.  In  fact,  this  is  one  of  the  deadliest  effects 
the  invisible  weapon  can  take.  If  it  could  turn  us  into  a nation  of 
long-- faced  robots  with  eyes  set  fixedly  on  the  prospect  of  annihilation, 
it  would  have  done  its  work.  The  idea  is  not  to  think  about  it  all  the 
time,  but  to  do  what  has  to  be  done  and  then  forget  it, 

Civil  Defense  is  not  a "drive".  It  is  not  a "movement".  It  is 
a new  responsibility,  added  to  our  lives  whether  we  like  it  or  not, 
and  we  will  have  it  from  now  on  until  such  time  as  mankind  may  lose 
the  capacity  or  the  need  to  fight.  The  same  thing  has  happened  before 
in  other  fields.  A vast  power  either  for  good  or  for  ill  was  let 
loose  in  the  world  when  the  internal-combustion  engine  began  to  be 
produced  in  quantity  and  put  on  wheels.  Every  year  it  kills  many 
thousands  of  people.  We  accept  this  and  do  what  we  can  about  it,  know- 
ing that  technological  developments  can’t  be  reversed  just  because  they 
turn  out  to  involve  responsibilities. 

Tftrhen  we  are  tempted  to  ignore  the  atomic  threat  lest  it  poison  our 
daily  lives,  we  will  do  well  to  remember  cur  forefathers  who  learned  the 
art  of  living  with  danger  and  never  letting  it  master  them.  It  took  con- 
stant vigilance  to  establish  a new  home  in  the  Indian  country,  but  they 
didn't  spend  all  their  time  in  hiding,  waiting  to  be  attacked.  They  built 
and  worshipped  and  laughed  and  lived  their  lives,  even  while  they  kept 
their  powder  dry  and  their  senses  alert  to  any  sign  of  a raid. 
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Our  problem  is  greater  and  more  complex  than  any  human  society 
has  ever  known  before,  but  so  are  the  resources  at  our  disposal.  It 
takes  a thousand  men  now  to  carry  out  what  was  once  a solitary  mission 
for  Paul  Revere.  The  supply  wagon  of  the  past  has  become  a fleet  on 
wings,  and  for  every  ' rolly  Pitcher  with  a rifle,  a hundred  women  will 
now  have  to  drive  ambulances,  man  welfare  stations,  or  learn  to  put 
out  fires.  The  outward  differences  are  tremendous,  but  the  essentials 
are  unchanged.  Like  those  who  have  gone  before  us,  we  in  turn  must 
now  prepare  to  face  our  peculiar  danger,  get  ready  for  it,  and  learn 
to  live  with  it . 

A book  that  used  to  be  a favorite  among  children  of  another 
generation  tells  how  an  oriental  ruler  went  out  riding  one  day  and  met 
the  disease  called  Cholera,  mounted  on  a camel. 

"Where  are  you  going?"  the  ruler  asked. 

"To  Bagdad,  to  kill  twenty  thousand,"  was  the  reply. 

Later  on  the  ruler  met  Cholera  returning. 

"You  liar,"  he  said,  "you  killed  a hundred  thousand!" 

"Oh  :o,"  said  Cholera.  "I  killed  twenty  thousand.  It  was  Fear 
who  killed  the  rest." 


